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REDBRIDGE



Redbridge’s annual Fabula  

Festival is a unique celebration 

of the arts and libraries and their 

power to transform lives. It is  

delivered through a programme 

of performances, children’s 

events, author talks, films, writing 

programmes, workshops and  

specially commissioned arts  

projects. It is designed to  

encourage Redbridge residents to 

participate in a range of new and 

exciting activities delivered by 

brilliant partners showcasing the 

very best in literature, music,  

drama, dance, film, art and  

technology. There’s something for 

all ages, tastes and abilities!

Thanks to generous funding 

from Arts Council England, this 

year the festival is even bigger 

and better as we celebrate the 

power of libraries during National 

Libraries Week. 

Libraries Week 2019 celebrates 

the role of libraries in the digital 

world and explores how libraries 

engage communities through 

technology, building digital skills 

and confidence, encouraging 

digital participation and inclusion, 

supporting health, wellbeing and 

education and supporting local 

business and enterprise. We are 

excited to share the digital  

innovation taking place in  

Redbridge Libraries.

Fabula Festival is curated and 

produced by Redbridge Library 

& Culture Service, managed by 

Vision RCL on behalf of  

Redbridge Council.

About Fabula Festival 2019

www.visionrcl.org.uk/fabula



Welcome to the wonderful world of play-
writing, where playwright Lucy Kaufmann 
will introduce you to the magic of theatre.  
She will guide you through every step of 
the process of creating your own play, from 
the initial idea, to the play in performance. 
Suitable for beginners and those who have 
written before. 

Suitable for 16 years +
Redbridge Central Library  
1st Floor, Gloucester Room
6pm-8pm / FREE
Prior booking is essential
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Adults & Teens

Thursday 10 October
Playwriting Workshop  
with Lucy Kaufmann 

Saturday 5 October
One Mic Spoken Word Master-class 
Join Yomi GREEdS Sode from Apples & 
Snakes who will help you hone your writing 
and performance skills in this supportive 
and fun master-class. Bring your own work 
and learn tips from a professional on how 
to perform with confidence in front of a 
live audience. Selected performers will be 
invited to perform at a showcase event on 
Friday 11 October (see page 4).

Suitable for 16 years +
Redbridge Central Library 
2nd Floor, Hub Central
1pm-4pm / FREE
Prior booking is essential



Friday 11 October
One Mic

Local poets, MC’s, writers, artists and  
performers will share the stage with  
professional Spoken Word Artists Yomi 
GREEdS Sode and Debris Stevens from 
Apples & Snakes. Apples & Snakes work 
to amplify unheard voices. They positively 
encourage artists and producers to push 
the boundaries of what poetry and  
spoken word can be. Show your support 
to emerging artists from Redbridge.

Our compere for the evening Yomi Sode 
is a Nigerian British writer, performer,  
facilitator and Complete Works Alumni. 
He has read poems at Lagos International 
Poetry Festival, Afrika Fest with Speaking 
Volumes in Finland and at the New York 
Public Library with the British Council.  
His writing has been published in Rialto  
Magazine, Bare lit Anthology, 10: Poets  
of the New Generation Anthology,  
Tales of Two Londons Anthology and  
the upcoming Safe: On Black British Men 
Reclaiming Space.
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Adults & Teens
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Thursday 10 October
An Evening with  
Lucinda Dickens Hawksley

 
Everyone knows Charles Dickens’s novels, 
but did you know he was also a keen actor, 
mesmerist and conjuror? Author Lucinda 
Hawksley – who is also Dickens’ great 
great great granddaughter – will talk about 
the man behind the novels: the journalist, 
social campaigner, dog lover, travel writer, 
and a man who was so influential in his 
own time, that when he died the whole 
country went into mourning. She will also 
look at the changes he helped bring about 
in society, which still has resonance today. 
Books provided by Newham Bookshop 
available to buy on the night. Pay Bar  
provided by the award winning  
Wanstead Tap.

Wanstead Library
7.30pm / Price: £6
Booking is essential
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Adults & Teens

In 2019 Yomi was  
awarded one of three  
Jerwood Compton  
Poetry Fellowships.

COAT, Yomi’s first one-
man show, has toured 
nationally to sold-out  
audiences and he is  
currently working on his 
first poetry collection.

At 16, poetry enabled  
Debris Stevenson to  
decipher her dyslexia.  
She now teaches poetry  
as an alternative vocabulary 
in education, sexuality,  
disability and mental health.

A “social carrier pigeon”, 
Debris has performed her 
poetry from the National 
Theatre Zagreb to a street 
corner in San Francisco. 
She has been followed by  
Channel 4, commissioned 
by BBC Radio and had her 
debut pamphlet, Pigeon  
Party, released by Flipped 
Eye in 2014.

Currently a Curve Theatre  
Associate Artist, Jerwood 
Arvon Mentee and Artistic 
Director of Mouthy Poets 
CIC, Debris can also often be found  
dancing sober and alone to Dubstep, 
Dancehall or Moombahton. 

Suitable for 16 years+
Redbridge Central Library
7pm-9pm / FREE
No booking required, just turn up.

If you wish to perform then you must 
attend the master-class on Saturday 
5 October (see page 3 for further details)
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Adults & Teens

Digital Library
Did you know you can access your library 
whenever you want, wherever you are, for 
free just using your library card and PIN? 
All weekend we will be demonstrating our 
fantastic range of digital resources for all 
ages. Bring your tablet or smartphone and 
we will show you how to get started. If you 
don’t have a tablet of your own, then why 
not borrow one of our Hublets?  
Quick, easy and free to borrow,  
come and find out more!

Sunday 13 October

Chill out zone on 1st Floor 
If it all gets too much, immerse yourself  
in an area of tranquillity during the festival. 
Chill out with ambient music and dance, 
colouring, Sudoku, dot-to-dot for families 
and therapeutic taster sessions good for 
your health and wellbeing. Children are 
welcome to attend but must be  
accompanied by an adult.

Redbridge Central Library  
1st Floor
11am - 4.30pm / FREE
No booking required, just drop in

Poetry Workshop with  
Anna Robinson

Ever wanted to write poetry but not sure 
where to start or do you want to improve 
your poetical skills? In this workshop  
Anna Robinson will guide you on your 
way and help you find inspiration.  

Suitable for anyone new to writing  
poetry as well as people who want to 
hone improve their writing. 

Redbridge Central Library  
1st Floor, School Library Service Showroom
1pm - 3pm  / FREE
Booking is essential 
Suitable for 16 years +

Saturday 12 October
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Watch out as the kids take over Redbridge’s biggest and busiest library over 

the weekend! Discover the very best family friendly activities which will help 

inspire a life time love of reading and the arts! Unless otherwise stated, all 

events and activities are FREE and will be on a first come, first served basis, 

so arrive early to avoid disappointment!

Kids Take Over Redbridge Central Library!
Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 October 

Kids

Ruby loves being Ruby. 
Until, one day, she finds a 
worry. At first it’s not such 
a big worry, and that’s all 
right, but then it starts to 
grow. It gets bigger and 
bigger every day and it 
makes Ruby sad. How can 
Ruby get rid of it and feel 
like herself again?

Join Discover’s Story 
Builders for an  
interactive storytelling of 
Tom Percival’s picture book, 

Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 October
Elmer’s Walk Ruby’s Worry 

Elmer sees and hears 
amazing things on his walk, 
but the other animals are 
too busy to stop and  
enjoy them with him.  
What will you discover  
on Elmer’s Walk? Join us 
in the Fabula Story Pod 
for an interactive under 3s 
storytelling performance 
based on the book by 
David McKee. 

11am & 1.30pm 
Suitable for under 3s

Ruby’s Worry. The event is 
followed by a craft activity 
based around the themes 
in the book.

2.30pm  
Suitable for 4-7 years 

The Illuminatron  
by Output Arts 
Drop in to the festival to 
create your own illuminated 
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Kids

AUTHOR TALKS 

Photo Booth 
Pose for a photo with  
Elmer in our fantastic  
Fabula Festival photo booth. 
Elmer will be making  
appearances at regular  
intervals throughout  
the day.

Face Painting Fun
Get your face painted in  
a range of weird and  
wonderful designs!. 

11am - 4pm / Price: £2

Under the Great Plum 
Tree with Sufiya 
Ahmed 
Deep in the jungle,  
an unlikely friendship 
blooms between the 
golden-hearted monkey 
Miss Bandari and the old 
crocodile Mr Magarmach. 
But what will happen when 
King Crocodile comes 
along to test their  
friendship?

Sufiya Ahmed will be 
reading her exciting new 
tale of friendship and 
bravery with the help 
of some very special 
puppets. Children will 
have the opportunity to 
get creative and illustrate 
their own crocodile and 
monkey characters. 

11.30am 
Suitable for 4-8 years

Saturday 12 October

All author events will be followed by a book signing  
so don’t forget to bring your pocket money so you can  
buy a book and get it signed by the author on the day!

Kites with Simon Mole

If your life was a kite, what 
would it be made of?
Simon Mole is a  
nationally recognised  
poet and performer who 
has shared stages with 
John Cooper-Clarke,  
Kate Tempest and  
Simon Armitage. 

This hour long family 
friendly session includes 
a performance of Simon’s 
debut picture book KITES,  
a moving poetic story 
about friendship and 
belonging. Participants will 
then write their own poems, 
raps and stories.

1.30pm
Suitable for 4-11 years 
www.simonmole.com

messages! Write your  
message using magnetic 
letters, feed it into the  
Iluminatron and see it  
transformed into your  
very own illuminated sheet 
to take home and keep. 

11am - 4pm
Suitable for all ages
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Kids

WORKSHOPS & ACTIVITIES

Saturday 12 October
Little Room  
Comic Factory
The Little Room Comic   
Factory is the home of 
graphic storytelling.  
Exhibition and workshops 
are organised by comic 
book enthusiast, writer, 
actor and storyteller 
John Currivan.

Exhibition times
11am - 4.30pm

Half Moon presents
Young Herbert’s  
Horrors
A pirate adventure with 
a twist! Living on a boat 
should be the ideal life for a 
wannabe pirate, but a storm 
brews up when Herbert 
is sent home from school 
and Mum calls on Uncle 
Albatross – scourge of all 
pirates – to warn him of the 
dangers of rebellion.

10.30am & 3pm
Suitable for 4-9 years 

Little Room  
Comic Workshops 
Learn how to start making 
your own comic books and 
characters in these two 
simple, challenging and  
fun workshops. 

Creating Characters
Using simple shapes  
and ideas, see how simple 
some of the most famous 
characters in the world 
actually are. 

12.30pm 
Suitable for 6-13 years 

Panel by Panel
Every image is only a small 
part of the puzzle that 
brings a comic book to life. 
Learn about angles, frames, 
and points of view to bring 
your comic to life! 
2.30pm
Suitable for 6-13 years



Kids
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AUTHOR TALKS 

Sunday 13 October

from his epic new space 
picture book, you can help 
David create a huge, space-
themed piece of artwork 
including aliens, space ships 
and planets. Book signing 
after workshop.

1.30pm 
Suitable for 4-8 years

Lights On Cotton Rock 
with David Litchfield
Join award-winning author 
and illustrator David  
Litchfield, for a special 
reading of his brand-new, 
science fiction picture book 
Lights on Cotton Rock. 
After David reads aloud 

All author events will be followed by a book signing so don’t forget to bring your 
pocket money so you can buy a book and get it signed by the author on the day!

Billy and the Dragon
with Nadia Shireen

Join Nadia Shireen for a 
noisy story time session  
featuring live drawing.  
Nadia will take you on an 
adventure as she reads her 
book Billy and the Beast 
and her very latest title, 
Billy and the Dragon! Join 
Billy and Fatcat, who - using 
doughnuts and big hair 
- will face up to terrifying 
beasts and roaring dragons! 
She’ll also read The Bumble-
bear and demonstrate just 
how to draw a bear in a  
bee outfit.

11.30am
Suitable for 4-8 years
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Kids

The Hare &  
the Tortoise

A wonderful family  
friendly theatre and  
dance performance of  
The Tortoise and the Hare 
by OvDa dance company  
offering magical dancing, 

WORKSHOPS & ACTIVITIES

Sunday 13 October

Camilla Chester, author  
of Jarred Dreams, EATS  
and Thirteenth Wish and 
learn some tricks of the 
trade to help you with  
your own creative writing. 

Camilla’s books have  
been shortlisted in both  
the New Author Prize 2015, 
run by The National  
Literacy Trust and the  
Winchester Writers  
Festival 2017 Children’s  
Funny Fiction Award.  
You can find out more 
about Camilla and her 
books by visiting  
her website:  
www.camillachester.com 
Book signing to follow  
after workshop.

12.30pm
Suitable for 7-13 years

storytelling and acting in  
a relaxed environment, with 
children welcome to join in 
with the dancers and learn 
a few dance steps!

12.30pm & 2pm
Suitable for under 8s

Creative Writing 
Workshop with  
Camilla Chester 
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Kids

Balloon Magic  
with Mr Kinder 
Get kitted out in jet packs or 
fairy wings, witches hats or 
a wizard’s sword, crazy hats 
or wild hair... all made with 
colourful rubber and air! 
Suitable for all ages!

Mr Kinder will appear at 
regular intervals through- 
out the day.

Funky Fabula Disco
To celebrate the end of a 
fabulous Fabula weekend 
get down at our disco with 
exciting party games, lots 
of dancing, colourful disco 
lights, a brilliant children’s 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
Explore the theme of  
friendship in the much 
loved Diary of a Wimpy Kid. 
Through acting, character 
role play and improvised 
play, we will bring the 
themes of Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid to life in a stimulat-
ing and enormously fun 
session. The session will be 
will very physical, vocal and 
highly immersive and also 
fully inclusive and  
accessible to all children.

12 noon
Suitable for 8-12 years

The day of no TV 

Playwright, director & Head 
of Redbridge Drama Centre, 
Jonny Siddall will lead 2 
short workshops on  

inspiring the next  
generation of playwrights. 
Jonny has just written  
THE DAY OF NO TV 
a picture playscript 
which helps young 
readers to read with 
expression and 
excitement. 

2.45pm & 3.30pm
Suitable for 6-10 years

entertainer and loads of  
fantastic prizes to be won! 
So get your best party 
outfit ready and come join 
the fun. 

3.30pm - 5pm / Price: £3
Booking  
www.visionrcl.org.uk/fabula 
Suitable for 5-11 years
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Kids

Fabula Festival on the High Street!

The Anarchist’s  
Mobile Library
‘The Anarchist’s Mobile 
Library’ will take you on  
a journey through the  
pages of the most  
exciting children’s books 
throughout history,  
meeting extraordinary 
characters and going on an 
adventure all inside a retro, 
pop-up caravan! 

You will choose a  
character who will  
accompany you through a 
mish mash of stories and 
fantasy worlds where YOU 
can choose what  
happens next. 

Tessa Bide Productions 
presents an interactive 
short show for families, 
encouraging children to see 
literature in a different light, 
to take control of their own 
destiny and imagine new 
endings to the stories they 
see around them. 

Ken Aston Square &  
Fulwell Cross Library 
10am - 4.30pm

Friday 11 October 

The Anarchist’s  
Mobile Library 
See Above

Ilford High Road &  
Redbridge Central Library
10am - 4.30pm

Saturday 12 October 

FREE  festival fun outdoors at a number of locations

Sunday 13 October 
Poetry Take Away 
The Poetry Takeaway are a 
brilliant collective of poets 
who will pitch up outside 

Redbridge Central library in 
a converted burger van to 
cook up poems as ‘Poetry 
Chefs’! Why not pop along 
and help inspire them? 
They will take your ideas, 
stories, hopes, dreams, 
nightmares and musings  
on the world to form a  
personalised poem  
especially for and  
about you!

Redbridge Central Library
11am - 4.30pm



I wonder 
who did 
this..... 
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Kids

Make a Music Video! 
Create a piece of original 
music and then film and 
edit scenes to make a  
music video that could 
go viral on youtube! The 
music will be in a style 
of your choice and will 
include virtual instruments 
and, if you like, your voice. 
You can be the musician, 
cameraperson, editor and 
publisher, all in two hours. 
You will receive a copy of 
your finished video. This 
session will be delivered by 
Transformance Music &  
A Little Learning.

11am & 2.30pm
Suitable for 8 years+  
plus adult

Saturday 12 October

Discover an amazing world of technology in our 

digital makerspace on the ground floor of  

Redbridge Central Library. All activities are FREE  

and will be on a first come, first served basis,  

so arrive early to avoid disappointment!

Who Dunnit? 
Salmagundi Films will help 
you explore crime novels 
and the potential of multi- 
media to make creative 
writing fun. Create a digital 
detective comic on an 
iPad. Recreate the perfect 
crime using photos, props, 
costumes and clues hidden 
around the library. Input the 
evidence into your digital 
dossier to present  
your case.

Sunday 13 October

LAB CENTRAL EVENTS

Creative Tech
Experiment with the weird 
and wonderful equipment 
in our Lab to discover a 
magical world of Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
Art & Maths! This is a drop 
in session.

11am - 4.30pm
Suitable for all ages

11am - 1pm
Suitable for 
5-12 years
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Kids

Creative Tech
Experiment with the weird 
and wonderful equipment 
in our Lab to discover  
a magical world of  
Science, Technology,  
Engineering, Art & Maths! 
Drop in session.

11am - 4.30pm

Suitable for all ages 

Tech Lending Library
Did you know you can  
borrow a micro:bit  
computer with your library 
card? It’s a pocket-sized 
computer 70 times smaller 
and 18 times faster than  
the original BBC Micro  
computers used in schools. 
And now any adult or child 
from 8 years+ can borrow  
one for free from any  
Redbridge Library!

Create your very own 
code, compile your own 
script and let your  
imagination run wild. The 
possibilities are endless!

3D Printing  
Demystified 
Check out our Ultimaker 
3D printer and hold in your 
own hands our latest prints, 
from jewellery pieces, small 
statues, bolts, gears and 
much more. Talk to us and 
learn what free software 
you can install to become 

a 3D designer and then get 
your creations 3D printed 
with us at a later date.  
This activity is suitable for  
all ages. Delivered by  
Create Education.

11am - 4.30pm
Suitable for all ages

Scribble Monsters

Explore the potential of  
multi- media in creative  
digital story telling in this 
fun activity. Draw a scribble 
with your eyes closed.  
Can you find an animal or  
monster in the scribble? 
Add claws, eyes or teeth  
to bring the monster to life 
to create a short story  

featuring your very own 
monster creation.

2pm - 4pm
Suitable for all ages
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Kids

Find us on the second floor of Redbridge Central Library. All events and  

activities are FREE and will be on a first come, first served basis, so arrive  

early to avoid disappointment!  All activities are FREE and no prior booking  

required, just drop in. Suitable for children aged 4-11 years.

REDBRIDGE HERITAGE CENTRE & MUSEUM EVENTS

Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 October 
Museum Hunt
Take part in a special 
treasure hunt around the 
building. Use the maps and 
clues to help you find some 
of Redbridge’s great  
historical treasures.  
Search high and low to 
discover what’s right  
under your nose!

11am - 4.30pm

Sunday 13 October
Get on your bike!
Once upon a time there 
was an amazing annual 
cycling event in Wood-
ford called the Woodford 
Cycle Meet which was full 
of beautifully decorated 
bikes and people dressed 
in fancy dress. Make your 
own picture inspired by this 
historical event.

11am - 1pm

Flying high 
Hear heroic tales of the 
planes that flew from  
Redbridge in the First 
World War and make your 
own plane to take home 
with you.

2pm - 4pm

Saturday 12 October

REDBRIDGE HERITAGE DIGITAL RESOURCES
We offer a diverse range of local and family history resources. These include books, 
historic newspapers and online resources which are available during normal 
Library opening times and are free to use.

During Libraries Week we will show you how to access our digital resources such as 
Ancestry, Find My Past and British Newspaper Archives, so if you are interested in 
tracing your family or house history, we’ll be only too happy to help get you started.

Sail away boat craft
Hear about the boats that 
once sailed on the River 
Roding at our popular  
heritage craft session 
where you can make and 
take home your very  
own boat. 
11am - 1pm

Full steam ahead
Hear stories about the 
steam trains that once 
passed through Redbridge. 
Make a train at our  
historical craft session.

2pm - 4pm
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Kids

All shows are FREE unless otherwise stated and will 

be on a first come, first served basis, so arrive early  

to avoid disappointment! Suitable for children  

(and their adults) aged 3 years+

Fabula Fringe 
Catch Fabula Festival at a library near you!  Join Mama G 
at Redbridge Libraries for story time with a difference.

Wednesday 2 October
Gants Hill Library
10.30am

Wanstead Library
2pm

Thursday 3  October
Hainault Library
10am

Monday 7  October

Friday 4  October
Woodford Green Library
10.30am 

Keith Axon Library
10am 

Goodmayes Library
2.15pm

Tuesday 8  October
Fulwell Cross Library
10am

South Woodford Library & Gym
2.30pm

Combining panto, 
drag and the  
traditional art of 
storytelling:  
Mama G will be 
sharing tales that 
celebrate being 
who you are and 
loving who you 
want. This  
performance will 
feature published 
works and new 
writing that will 
make you laugh, 
think and love.
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Fabula Festival Education Programme 

Education

Events include author talks, theatre shows,  

digital workshops and drama workshops.

For more details please contact: 
library.information@visionrcl.org.uk

There are a number of events especially for KS1 and 
KS2 school groups taking place at the following  
Libraries: Redbridge Central, Keith Axon,  
Fulwell Cross, Gants Hill & Wanstead. 



Many thanks to all our partners 
for their support
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REDBRIDGE


