
 
 

Summer Reading Challenge Volunteer Assistant at Redbridge 
Libraries 

We want people who would love to be part of our Summer Reading Challenge – inspiring children 
to read and take part in lots of activities over the summer.  

The Summer Reading Challenge is a national reading initiative aimed at young people. The 
scheme offers rewards to children completing a programme of reading throughout the summer 
holiday. Research has shown that continuing to read throughout the summer prevents the 
“summer slump” that is seen by schools in the autumn term.   

Your task will be to assist the staff in creating amazing experiences for our young readers and help 
them to fully enjoy and participate in the Challenge.  

Who you are  

• You engage well with others and are passionate about books, reading and libraries 

• Warm and friendly with an approachable personality, helping  children with your  
knowledge and clear communication skills 

• You love to read books yourself and want others to love reading too 
• You are aged 14 or over. There is no upper age limit for volunteering  

As a Summer Reading Challenge Volunteer Assistant you will:  

• Listen to children reading / relaying the stories they have read as part of the challenge 
• Talk to the children and discuss with them about the story they have read in detail 
• Help to keep records up to date, for example, completing enrolment cards, filling in details 

of stories read, and assisting with awarding prizes  
• Talk to parents about the challenge and get them interested in why this is a valuable 

challenge for children to take part in 
• We will also need you to be willing to tell us about your own experiences whilst being a 

Summer Reading Challenge volunteer at the end of the challenge  

Why you should volunteer with Redbridge Libraries  

• You will increase your confidence dealing with children in a professional setting 

• Personal satisfaction of helping a young person realise their potential  

Where and when you would be volunteering 

• You will volunteer at a Redbridge Library of your choice. Please ask staff for details of the 
programme taking place in your chosen branch. 

• This activity takes place in the six weeks of the schools’ summer holiday 
• Specific hours will be agreed with the relevant library 

• All volunteers are placed initially on a one-week trial basis. Volunteers and activities are 
reviewed annually.  


