
Book recommendations (Fiction Books) 
LGBT+ Fiction for Children and Young Adults 

 
Harriet Versus the Galaxy by Samantha Baines 

 

The intergalactic adventure starts at home with Harriet, who 
discovers that her hearing-aid can do more than she ever bargained 
for when she finds an alien in her room. 
 
Discovering that her family secretly work for an intergalactic agency, 
Harriet becomes the Earth's first line of defence as the only one who 
can understand the invaders. Sure, her hearing aid helps her 
understand aliens from across the universe, if only she could 
understand her own feelings. 
 
 

KS 2 
Reading Age 
7-9 

Boys Don’t Cry by Malorie Blackman 

 

17-year-old Dante is thrust into fatherhood when an ex-girlfriend 
dumps her baby daughter on him, as well as having to resolve 
various issues with his dysfunctional family. 
 
His brother Adam is gay and starts a relationship with one of Dante's 
friends, who cannot deal with being gay and ends up badly beating 
up Adam, who ends up in hospital. Adam is upset by his 
disfigurement following the beating and also tries to commit suicide 
but is unsuccessful. 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
10-12 
 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 

 

Shy, introspective, intelligent beyond his years, caught between 
trying to live his life and trying to run from it, Charlie is attempting to 
navigate through the uncharted territory of high school. The world 
of first dates and mixed tapes, family dramas and new friends. The 
world of sex, drugs, and music - when all one requires to feel infinite 
is that perfect song on that perfect drive. Standing on the fringes of 
life Charlie has a unique perspective of the world around him, but 
there comes a time to stop being a wallflower and see what it looks 
like from the dance floor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
14-16 



City of Bones by Cassandra Clare 

 

Sixteen-year-old Clary Fray is an ordinary teenager, who likes 
hanging out in Brooklyn with her friends. 
 
But everything changes the night she witnesses a murder, 
committed by a group of teens armed with medieval weaponry. 
They are Shadowhunters, secret warriors dedicated to driving 
demons out of this dimension and back into their own. 
 
Drawn inexorably into a terrifying world, Clary slowly begins to learn 
the truth about her family - and the battle for the fate of the world.  
First in the series 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
14-16 

Letting Go by Cat Clarke 

 

When Agnes made a promise to her girlfriend Ellie, she thought they 
would be together forever. One year later, Agnes is keeping that 
promise and it's put her in a situation she never could have 
predicted; climbing a desolate mountain, in miserable weather, with 
Ellie and her new boyfriend Steve. 
 
But when the weather takes a threatening turn and the ension 
between the trio hits its peak, Agnes will have to push herself 
further than she ever thought was possible... 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
8-10 
Barrington 
Stoke 

A Kiss in the Dark by Cat Clarke 

 

When Alex meets Kate the attraction is instant. 
 
Alex is funny, good-looking, and a little shy - everything that Kate 
wants in a boyfriend. Alex can't help falling for Kate, who is pretty, 
charming and maybe just a little naive... 
 
But one of them is hiding a secret, and as their love blossoms, it 
threatens to ruin not just their relationship, but their lives. 
 
 

KS 3,4 
Reading Age 
12-14 

Girlhood by Cat Clarke 

 

Harper has tried to forget the past and fit in at expensive boarding 
school. But she can't escape guilt of her twin sister Jenna's death, 
and her own part in it. 
 
But new girl Kirsty seems to understand Harper. She has lost a sister 
too. Harper finally feels secure. She finally feels... loved. As if she can 
grow beyond the person she was when Jenna died.  Then Kirsty's 
behaviour becomes more erratic. 
 
Why is her life a perfect mirror of Harper's? And why is she so 
obsessed with Harper's dead sister? 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
12-14 



Undone by Cat Clarke 

 

Jem is determined to avenge the death of Kai - her best friend who 
was driven to desperation after being 'outed' by the popular crew at 
school. Transforming herself from introverted emo to in-crowd 
acceptable, Jem becomes part of the clique. She's going to take 
down those responsible, one by one. 
 
But what if Kai was keeping secrets from Jem? Could her quest for 
revenge be directed at the wrong people? And can Jem find out 
what really happened before someone else gets hurt? 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
12-14 

A Storm of Strawberries by Jo Cotterill 

 

A 12-year-old Downs Syndrome girl experiences upheaval as her 
parents' strawberry farm goes into financial difficulty and her sister 
comes out as being a lesbian. 
 
Darby's favourite things are listening to music - preferably The 
Beatles - picking strawberries on the farm and spending time with 
her big sisterbut when Kaydee has a friend to stay and the sunshine 
disappears, everything gets turned on its head. 
Told from the POV of a girl with Downs Syndrome. 
 
 

KS 2,3 
Reading Age 
10-12 

Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow by Benjamin Dean 

 

Things aren't going great for Archie Albright. His dad's acting weird, 
his mum too, and he all he wants is for everything to go back to 
three months before when his parents were happy and still lived 
together. When Archie sees a colourful, crumpled flyer fall out of 
Dad's pocket, he thinks he may have found the answer. Only 
problem? The answer might just lie at the end of an adventure. 
 
Together with his best friends, Bell and Seb, Archie sets off on a 
heartwarming and unforgettable journey to try and fix his family, 
even if he has to break a few rules to do it... 
 
 

KS 2,3 
Reading Age 
8-10 

George by Alex Gino 

 

When people look at George, they think they see a boy. But she 
knows she's not a boy. She knows she's a girl. 
 
George thinks she'll have to keep this a secret forever. Then her 
teacher announces that their class play is going to be Charlotte's 
Web. George really, really, REALLY wants to play Charlotte. 
 
But the teacher says she can't even try out for the part... because 
she's a boy. 
 
 
 
 

KS 3,4 
Reading Age 
10-12 



Rick by Alex Gino 

 

Rick's never questioned much. He's gone along with his best friend 
Jeff even when Jeff's acted like a bully and a jerk. He's let his father 
joke with him about which hot girls he might want to date even 
though that kind of talk always makes him uncomfortable.  
But now Rick's at middle school. The school has a Rainbow Spectrum 
club, where kids of many genders and identities congregate, 
including Melissa, the girl who sits in front of Rick in class and seems 
to have her life together. Rick wants his own life to be that... 
understood. Even if it means breaking some old friendships and 
making some new ones. 
 
 

KS 2,3 
Reading Age 
8-10 

Will Grayson, Will Grayson by John Green and David Levithan 

 

One cold night, in a most unlikely corner of Chicago, teenager Will 
Grayson crosses paths with... Will Grayson. 
 
Two teens with the same name who run in two very different circles 
suddenly find their lives going in new and unexpected directions. 
 
Culminating in epic turns-of-heart on both their parts, they team up 
to produce the most fabulous musical ever to grace the high school 
stage. 
 
 

KS 4 
Reading Age 
14-16 

Nothing Ever Happens Here by Sarah Hagger-Holt 

 

Izzy's family is under the spotlight when her dad comes out as 
Danielle, a trans woman. Izzy is terrified her family will be torn apart. 
Will she lose her dad? Will her parents break up? And what will 
people at school say? Izzy's always been shy, but now all eyes are on 
her. Can she face her fears, find her voice and stand up for what's 
right? 
 
 
 
 

KS 2,3 
Reading Age 
8-10 

The Whisperers by Greg Howard 

 

Before she disappeared, Riley's mother used to tell him stories 
about the Whispers, mysterious creatures with the power to grant 
wishes. 
 
Riley wishes for lots of things. He wishes his secret crush Dylan liked 
him back. He wishes the local detective would stop asking awkward 
questions. But most of all he wishes his mother would come home. 
 
Four months later, the police are no closer to finding out the truth - 
and Riley decides to take matters into his own hands, venturing into 
the woods with his dog Tucker and his best friend Gary to find the 
Whispers, and the truth. 
 
 

KS 2 
Reading Age 
8-10 



Spectre Collectors Too Ghoul for School by Barry Hutchison 

 

Denzel is having no luck with his maths homework. First, it's too 
difficult, then there's a terrifying mess of smoky black tendrils that 
wants to kill him, then two teenagers explode through his window 
holding guns and throwing magic. They are the Spectre Collectors, 
and spooky is their speciality. 
 
Realising that Denzel has a special gift, they sweep him off to their 
headquarters for training.  
 
But there's a serious problem on its way from the Spectral Realm, so 
Denzel has a lot to learn. FAST. 
 
 

KS 2,3 
Reading Age 
9-11 

Read Me Like a Book by Liz Kessler 

 

Ashleigh Walker is in love. You know the feeling - that intense, heart-
racing, all-consuming emotion that can only come with first love. It's 
enough to stop her worrying about bad grades at college. Enough to 
distract her from her parents' marriage troubles. There's just one 
thing bothering her... 
 
Shouldn't it be her boyfriend, Dylan, who makes her feel this way - 
not Miss Murray, her English teacher? 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
12-14 

Boy Meets Boy by David Levithan 

 

Paul has been gay his whole life and he's confident about almost 
everything. He doesn't have to hide his feelings like best friend Tony 
or even cope with loving the wrong guy like his other best friend 
Joni. 
 
But heartbreak can happen to anyone. Falling in love changes 
everything. 
 
 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
12-14 

Every Day by David Levithan 

 

A boy wakes up in the body of a different person every day but 
when he falls in love with a girl he realises he doesn't want to leave. 
 
Each morning, A wakes up in a different body. There's never any 
warning about who it will be, but A is used to that. Never get too 
attached. Avoid being noticed. Do not interfere. And that's fine - 
until A wakes up in the body of Justin and meets Justin's girlfriend, 
Rhiannon. 
 
 
 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
14-16 



Two Boys Kissing By David Levithan 

 

Craig and Harry are hoping to set the world record for the longest 
kiss. They're not a couple, but they used to be. 
 
Peter and Neil are a couple. Their kisses are different. Avery and 
Ryan have only just met and are trying to figure out what happens 
next.  Cooper is alone. He's not sure how he feels. 
 
As the marathon progresses, these boys, their friends and families 
evaluate the changing nature of feelings, behaviour and love. 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
14-16 

I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson 

 

Jude and her twin Noah were incredibly close - until a tragedy drove 
them apart, and now they are barely speaking. 
 
Then Jude meets a cocky, broken, beautiful boy as well as a 
captivating new mentor, both of whom may just need her as much 
as she needs them. 
 
What the twins don't realize is that each of them has only half the 
story and if they can just find their way back to one another, they 
have a chance to remake their world. 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
12-14 

Release by Patrick Ness 

 

Adam iscoping with loss, love and the constant pressure of his 
religious bigoted family. 
 
It's Saturday, it's summer and, although he doesn't know it yet, 
everything in Adam Thorn's life is going to fall apart. Relationships 
will change, he'll change, but maybe, just maybe, he'll find freedom 
in the release. 
 
Time is running out though, because way across town a ghost has 
risen from the lake. Searching, yearning, she leaves a trail of 
destruction in her wake. 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
12-14 

Stay a Little Longer by Bali Rai 

 

Aman's dad is gone, leaving her feeling lost and alone. She struggles 
to talk about it, but it's a fact and he isn't coming back. When a 
lovely man called Gurnam moves in to her street and saves Aman 
from some local bullies, he and Aman quickly become friends, 
perhaps even like family. But Gurnam has his own sadness. One 
that's far bigger than Aman can understand, and it's tearing his life 
apart. 
 
 
 
 

KS 3,4 
Reading Age 
8-10 
Barrington 
Stoke 



They Both Die at the End by Adam Silvera 

 

When Mateo receives the dreaded call from Death-Cast, informing 
him that today will be his last, he doesn't know where to begin. 
Mateo is devastated at the thought of leaving behind his 
hospitalised father, and his best friend and her baby girl. But he has 
to make the most of this day. 
 
Rufus is busy beating up his ex-girlfriend's new boyfriend when he 
gets the call. Having lost his entire family, Rufus is no stranger to 
Death-Cast.. With bridges to mend, the police searching for him and 
the angry new boyfriend on his tail, it's time to run. 
 
Isolated and scared, the boys reach out to each other. Though 
neither of them had expected that this would involve falling in love... 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
12-14 

More Happy Than Not by Adam Silvera 

 

Life hasn't been easy for sixteen-year-old Aaron Soto, but with the 
help of his girlfriend he's slowly remembering what happiness might 
feel like. Then Thomas shows up... 
 
Thomas is smart and funny, and before long Aaron is spending all his 
time with him. But as Aaron's feelings for Thomas intensify, tensions 
with his other friends start to build. 
 
Soon Aaron is faced with a choice 
 
 

KS 4,5 
Reading Age 
12-14 

Extraordinary Birds by Sandy Stark-McGinnis 

 

December knows two things: 
1. Birds 
2. How to get kicked out of foster homes 
 
When she's placed with Eleanor, a new foster mom, December 
begins to see what 'home' means in a new light. Could December 
finally have found a place where she belongs? 
 
NOTE: Features a transgender character who is being bullied 
 
 

KS 2,3 
Reading Age 
8-10 

The List of Things That Will Not Change by Rebecca Stead 

 

When Bea's dad and his wonderful partner, Jess, decide to marry, it 
looks as if Bea's biggest wish is coming true: she's finally (finally!) 
going to have a sister. 
 
They're both ten. They're both in fifth grade. Though they've never 
met, Bea knows that she and Sonia will be perfect sisters. Just like 
sisters anywhere, Bea thinks. But as the wedding day approaches, 
Bea makes discoveries that lead her to a possibly disastrous choice. 
 
 

KS 2,3 
Reading Age 
9-11 



The Boy in the Dress by David Walliams 

 

Dennis lives in a boring house in a boring street in a boring town, 
and he doesn't have much to look forward to. But what he does 
have is dreams - and once he starts to follow them, things will never 
be the same again. 
 
Dennis loves fashion and is easily persuaded to dress up as a girl and 
goes to school where he manages to pass himself off as a girl for 
most of the day. 
 
 

KS 2,3 
Reading Age 
9-11 

Kiss by Jacqueline Wilson 

 

Sylvie and Carl have been friends since they were tiny. Sylvie has 
always believed that they'd marry each other.  
 
But as they become teenagers, things are starting to change. They 
each have different friends. Sylvie would still rather spend all her 
time with Carl. But Carl has a new friend, Paul, who is taking all his 
attention. And he seems much less happy to be called Sylvie's 
boyfriend. And in a game of spin the bottle, he avoids having to kiss 
her. Sylvie can tell his feelings have changed and that her plans for 
the future may be affected. But can she guess at the true reasons for 
it. 

KS 3,4 
Reading Age 
10-12 

 


